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TRACK HIGHLIGHT  

This track aims to push the entrepreneurship curriculum's barriers and advance the entrepreneurial 

education field by embracing and fostering futures skills and literacy. Additionally, this track will 

provide attendees with state-of-the-art insights into best practice examples on how to rethink current 

curricula and pedagogical methods. 

TRACK DESCRIPTION 

In today’s time and especially in a world characterized by “polycrisis” (e.g., global pandemic, 

environmental disasters, social inequalities), entrepreneurs need to navigate VUCA (volatile, 

uncertain, complex, ambiguous) and BANI (brittle, anxious, nonlinear, and incomprehensible) 

environments as the new normal. Thus, it is ever more vital for them to develop anticipatory and 

futures skills to be able to deal with the rapidly changing environments they are facing. However, 

entrepreneurship education seems ill-equipped to incorporate and foster skills and competencies that 

teach future entrepreneurs how to build a world that embraces (sustainable) futures by tackling the 

global challenges we face (Leicht et al., 2018). 

Social entrepreneurship exists as a separate movement seemingly to serve the sole purpose of avoiding 

rethinking and unlearning conventional entrepreneurship education, which is commonly catering to 
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the goal of developing the next unicorn startup. On the other side, there are many “sustainable 

business models” to be found within the domain of entrepreneurial business models (Anand et al., 

2021; Godelnik & van der Meer, 2019; Lüdeke‐Freund, 2020), and many entrepreneurs aim to tackle 

the wicked problems of our time by e.g., catering to the sustainable development goals (Esteves et al., 

2021; Johnson & Schaltegger, 2019). However, keeping the “zebras” (i.e. social entrepreneurs) 

separate from the unicorns should not be the way forward, aiming for a non-dichotomous 

understanding of the “sustainable” and conventional domain of entrepreneurship (Klapper et al., 

2021).  

Thus, we claim that one potential pathway forward would be introducing the theoretical and 

conceptual frameworks popularized within the field of futures studies and merging them with concepts 

from entrepreneurship education, to foster “future-oriented entrepreneurship competencies” 

(Kononiuk et al., 2021). Insights from anticipation to strategic foresight can enhance futures thinking 

capabilities and increase resilience by relying on tools such as trend analyses, scenario methods, etc. 

We rely on business schools to rethink pedagogical approaches fostering the development of holistic 

mindsets (Brundiers et al., 2021; Rieckmann, 2018). 

Therefore, this track invites contributions that aim to push the entrepreneurship curriculum's barriers 

and advance the entrepreneurial education field by embracing and fostering futures skills and literacy. 

We are especially looking for examples that provide hands-on practical guidance on how to rethink 

current curricula and pedagogical methods and tools to equip entrepreneurship students with the 

adequate skills to be able to “use-the-future”.  

REFERENCES  

 
Anand, A., Argade, P., Barkemeyer, R., & Salignac, F. (2021). Trends and patterns in sustainable 

entrepreneurship research: A bibliometric review and research agenda. Journal of Business 
Venturing, 36(3), 106092. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusvent.2021.106092 

Brundiers, K., Barth, M., Cebrián, G., Cohen, M., Diaz, L., Doucette-Remington, S., Dripps, W., 
Habron, G., Harré, N., Jarchow, M., Losch, K., Michel, J., Mochizuki, Y., Rieckmann, M., 
Parnell, R., Walker, P., & Zint, M. (2021). Key competencies in sustainability in higher 
education—Toward an agreed-upon reference framework. Sustainability Science, 16(1), 13–
29. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11625-020-00838-2 

Esteves, A. M., Genus, A., Henfrey, T., Penha‐Lopes, G., & East, M. (2021). Sustainable 
entrepreneurship and the Sustainable Development Goals: Community‐led initiatives, the 
social solidarity economy and commons ecologies. Business Strategy and the Environment, 
30(3), 1423–1435. https://doi.org/10.1002/bse.2706 

Godelnik, R., & van der Meer, J. (2019). Sustainable Business Models in an Entrepreneurial 
Environment. In A. Aagaard (Ed.), Sustainable Business Models (pp. 239–276). Palgrave 
Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-93275-0_9 



 

3 
 

Johnson, M. P., & Schaltegger, S. (2019). Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Development: A Review 
and Multilevel Causal Mechanism Framework. Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice, 18(2), 
1-33. https://doi.org/10.1177/1042258719885368 

Klapper, R. G., Upham, P., & Blundel, R. K. (2021). Insider perspectives on growth: Implications for a 
nondichotomous understanding of ‘sustainable’ and conventional entrepreneurship. 
Business Strategy and the Environment, 30(3), 1481–1496. https://doi.org/10.1002/bse.2710 

Kononiuk, A., Sacio-Szymańska, A., Ollenburg, S., Leonello Trivelli, Kononiuk, A., Sacio-Szymańska, A., 
Ollenburg, S., & Trivelli, L. (2021). Teaching Foresight and Futures Literacy and Its Integration 
into University Curriculum. Foresight and STI Governance, 15(3 (eng)), 105–121. 

Leicht, A., Heiss, J., & Byun, W. J. (Eds.). (2018). Education on the move. Issues and trends in 
education for sustainable development. UNESCO Publishing.  

Lüdeke‐Freund, F. (2020). Sustainable entrepreneurship, innovation, and business models: 
Integrative framework and propositions for future research. Business Strategy and the 
Environment, 29, 665–681. https://doi.org/10.1002/bse.2396 

Rieckmann, M. (2018). Learning to transform the world: key competencies in Education for 
Sustainable Development. In A. Leicht, J. Heiss, & W. J. Byun (Eds.), Education on the move. 
Issues and trends in education for sustainable development (pp. 39–60). UNESCO Publishing. 

 
 
 
 


